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The current moment in America is apocalyptic. 

Multiple New Testament images of the apocalypse address security concerns1: “This generation” (Matt. 
24:34) trusts aspects of this world that seem permanent and secure: The Cosmos, The Temple, The 
Empire.  Jesus proclaimed all three to be illusions. There is no one or thing to trust but God.  Heavenly 
bodies disintegrate, religious institutions crumble, empires fall.  Only in God are we secure. 

The New Testament’s apocalyptic triad reveals unsettling parallels in our time. 

! The Cosmos: The survival of “the earth and everything in it” (Psalm 24:1) is at risk; climate 
change threatens the very existence of human life on planet Earth. 

! The Temple: As the church and other religious organizations experience institutional decline, 
values long held as true and an order of creation deemed lasting are called into question. 

! The Empire: Defiantly boasts of self-centeredness, imperiously dismisses the rest of the 
world’s needs, and futilely strives for superiority in the name of greatness. 

For many in America: 

“… Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold; 
Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world, …”2 

In such times, the worship of the church can name and nurture. 

Prophecy.  Among both our citizenry and our political leadership, moral failures of bigotry and vanity are 
enacted. Therefore, falsehoods and idols need to be named and challenged; hatred and greed need to be 
admonished. Affirming the primacy of the Word of God (The Barmen Declaration3), the moment cries 
out for a wailing and courageous lamentation, for surely this is a time to prophesy.

Care.  Both in the public square and in communities of faith, the prophetic and the pastoral stand in 
tension.  The prophet’s call for justice does not address the fear and pain that drive us to trust in idols and 
evils. Out of fear that God will not provide, we turn on one another.  Out of the anxiety that we are “not a 
people” (1 Peter 2:10), we seek identity in race and nation. Unsure of the blessed ties that bind our hearts 
in Christian love, we hesitate to speak our minds.  Having lost trust in the promises of God, we look to 
“make America great again.”  This moment calls for humility, understanding, and love in confession, 
preaching, and prayers that America may be made kind again. 

Song. Voicing the glory of God--well-being for the neighbor, care for the poor, welcome to the alien and 
refugee, acceptance of the outcast, and the laments of the heart--the psalmist leads us on the path to God’s 
reign. 

Celebration.  Sacramental worship draws us into the salvation, world, and security of God.  In Baptism 
we find our identity – as children of God, disciples of Jesus, and members of Christ’s church.  In the 
Eucharist we encounter God, abundant in life and welcoming in grace. In Christ, we become what we eat: 
his body, the community of faith.  In the power of the Holy Spirit, we know the peace of Christ and offer 
it to others, whomever they may be.  

God has blessed America, giving us strength to suffer and to serve—it is time for us to do so!  May 
America bless God. 
                                                
1  Mark 13, Matthew 24 and 25, Luke 21, 2 Thessalonians 2, and The Revelation to John 
2  William Butler Yeats (1865-1939), “ The Second Coming.” 
3   See http://www.sacred-texts.com/chr/barmen.htm, accessed 3/3/2017 


