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In 2010 at the Festival of Church Music at the Meyerson Symphony Center in Dallas, the Church 

Music Institute honored the life and work of Dr. Paul Lindsley Thomas as a man who modeled 

the goals of the Church Music Institute.  His formative years in home and church nurtured a 

musical and spiritual development that led to an extensive education in music.  His commitment 

to the church shaped his ministry of music to children, youth, and adults, and the musical 

program he created influenced meaningfully the lives of musicians and parishioners.  His own 

compositions served the liturgy of many parishes, and special musical events in his church often 

used compositions from the past that gave nourishment and growth to today’s Christians.  New 

generations of Christians developed through his ministry to children and youth, and the 

compositions he left us provide a permanent legacy for all worshipping Christians.  

 

Dr. Paul Lindsley Thomas was a native of New York City where he began musical studies at age 

four with his mother, Virginia Carrington Thomas, a noted organist and student of Charles Marie 

Widor and Lynwood Farnam.  A boy chorister in the Cathedral Church of St. John the Divine, 

Dr. Thomas played his first organ recital there at the age of 14 under the guidance of his teacher, 

Dr. Norman Coke-Jephcott. Two undergraduate degrees were earned, at Trinity College, 

Hartford, and Yale University.  His master’s degree was in organ from Yale, and the Doctor of 

Musical Arts degree in organ performance was earned at University of North Texas.  Dr. 

Thomas’ organ and composition study was with some of the most prominent teachers on the 

American and European scene in the first half of the twentieth century, including the legendary 

Nadia Boulanger at the American Conservatory in Fontainebleau, France. 

 

In 1960, Dr. Thomas was appointed Director of Music and Organist at St. Michael and All 

Angels Episcopal Church in Dallas where he remained for 37 years.  During his tenure, the adult 

choir grew to more than 60 volunteer singers who, in addition to providing music for services, 

sang oratorio and large choral works.  This choir performed with professional orchestras and 

traveled in America and Europe on performance tours.  Dr. Thomas was committed to working 

with children, providing choirs from the age of four through high school.  The Boy’s choir sang 

with the Dallas Symphony and appeared in one movie.   St. Michael’s became recognized in the 

Southwest for such innovations as liturgical drama and dance, and Benjamin Britten’s “Noye’s 

Fludde” was performed every four years with more than a hundred children in costumes.  Dr. 

Thomas was appointed Canon of Church Music in the Episcopal Church in 1980 in recognition 

of his service. 

 

Dr. Thomas was a member of the American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers 

(ASCAP) and has published anthems and organ compositions with Oxford University Press, 

H.W. Gray, MorningStar, and Concordia publishing houses.  He was active in the American 

Guild of Organists, serving as Dean as well as being a member of the AGO National Council.  

He held a lifetime Honorary Deanship with the Dallas AGO at the time of his death. 

 

After retiring from St. Michael’s in 1997, Dr. Thomas served Trinity Episcopal Church, Dallas, 

as Director of Music and Organist for eleven years.  In December, 2008, Dr. Thomas was 

appointed Director of Music and Organist at The Episcopal Chapel of the Cross, Dallas.   


